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Connecting and protecting habitat from 
Yellowstone to Yukon 

so people and nature can thrive.

The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a  
trans-border, non-profit organization that connects and 
protects some 2,000 miles (3,200 kilometers) of landscape, 
to support the health of people and wildlife. It’s no simple 
task, but together with our supporters and more than  
120 partners we’re making it happen. 

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

"In the confrontation between the stream and the rock, 
the stream always wins. Not through strength, but by 
perseverance." — H. Jackson Brown

Conservation is often about long journeys. Progress is 
made day by day, but achieving sustainable results 

can take years. That's one of the reasons your support is 
so greatly appreciated. 

You sustain Y2Y’s work and keep us in the game for 
the long term. For example, take the work we and our 
partners have been doing in the Flathead Valley (page 2). 
Thanks to your sustained support and decades of 
advocacy, we now have a promising breakthrough in the 
U.S. portion of this transboundary river valley!

Your support also allows us to make the most of 
unprecedented opportunities, such as the recent historic 
$1.3 billion investment Canada's federal government 
made in conservation across the country (page 5). 

Protecting and connecting habitat at the large 
geographical scale animals need to ensure people and 
nature can thrive is no easy task, but you make it possible. 

The legacy of protected lands and places that we will 
leave for generations of people and wildlife to come, 
cannot be understated: clean water, protection from the 
effects of climate change and special places to experience 
the wonder of being in the wilderness.  

Forward motion may sometimes appear slow, but it's 
happening. Because you're in it for the long haul, so are 
we. Thank you.

CREATING A LEGACY:  
Working from Yellowstone to 
Yukon for the long haul

Spring flowers explode across a mountainside.  
Photo: Stephen Legault

Crossings ahead! 
Investment in wildlife crossings pays off in the long term. 

Did you know since the first iconic crossing structures 

were built in Banff National Park more than 20 years ago:

The number of wildlife-vehicle crashes 

have dropped by 80 percent?

Six overpasses and 38 underpasses have 

been built between Banff's east gate and 

Yoho National Park? Y2Y is supporting 

additional structures in Alberta and Idaho. 

11 species of large mammals have been 

recorded using the crossings more than 

150,000 times between 1996 and 2012?
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New recommendations for protections in the U.S. 
portion of the Flathead River Valley spanning British 

Columbia (B.C.) and Montana have us cheering.

For close to 15 years the Flathead Wild coalition, of which 
Y2Y is a member, has been diligently working to increase 
conservation in this key area.

This coalition includes five other groups: Wildsight, 
Sierra Club B.C., CPAWS B.C., Headwaters Montana and 
the National Parks Conservation Association who have, 
among other things, been working on enhancing the 
Flathead National Forest plan in the U.S.  

Long-standing support from donors like you has allowed 
the coalition to make the case for long term protection to 
decision makers in this special valley.

“The Flathead is important continentally. It’s wild and it 
has the highest diversity of carnivores in the Yellowstone 
to Yukon region,” says Dr. Jodi Hilty, Y2Y's president and 
chief scientist.  

"So much gets done here because of on-the-ground work 
by our partners and we thank you for your support that 
allows us to work in such great partnerships," she explains.

The Flathead River originates high in the southern 
Rockies of B.C. in the traditional territory of the Ktunaxa 
people. It flows south through northwestern Montana, 

to its confluence with the Clark Fork near Paradise, MT. 
This valley is of great biological importance due to the 
incredible diversity of plants and animals found there. 

It's also a critical corridor for wildlife — including grizzlies, 
lynx, wolverines and more — that move between world-
renowned protected areas such as Banff National Park in 
Canada, and Glacier National Park in the U.S. 

These animals play a vital, irreplaceable role in maintaining 
the stability and integrity of the Yellowstone to Yukon 
ecosystem.  

In June 2014 scientists from the Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) published a report titled Conservation 
Legacy on a Flagship Forest: Wildlife and Wildlands on 
the Flathead National Forest, Montana by John Weaver. 
This report made key recommendations to Congress on 
wilderness designations in the U.S. portion of the Flathead.  

Following years of planning, public consultation and 
reports, the final plan for the Flathead National Forest was 
published in December 2017, and we are pleased to report 
the news is good. 

The plan includes recommendations from WCS and other 
scientists and conservationists and represents a significant 
step forward for long-term conservation of lands, wildlife 
and water in the area.  

Making history in the Flathead

A whitetail buck sports velvety antlers in the Flathead Valley.
Photo: Roy Toft

"The Flathead is so 
important 

continentally. It's 
wild and it has the 
highest diversity of  
carnivores in the 
Yellowstone to  
Yukon region." 

— Jodi Hilty, PhD, 
Y2Y president and 

chief scientist

Protections proposed for a key area rich in wildlife
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The protections will provide greater security for wildlife 
and key lands adjacent to Glacier National Park, existing 
wilderness areas, and in B.C., now and for years to come. 

This includes protection from threats to water quality and 
wildlife habitat that put this important wildlife corridor  
at risk. 

We celebrate this progress and the important role the 
Flathead plays in the larger context of the Yellowstone to 
Yukon vision. 

Thanks to your support, we and the Flathead Wild team will 
continue to advocate for increased conservation on both 
sides of the border. 

"This progress is important for the integrity of the 
Yellowstone to Yukon landscape," says Dr. Hilty. 

Species found here
The Flathead National 
Forest's final plan 
determined sections of  
24 streams and 
rivers are eligible for 
designation as Wild or 
Scenic Rivers. These 
waters are protected 
from development 
and preserved for their 
remarkable scenic, 
recreational, geologic, 
fish and wildlife, historic, 
cultural, or other values.

Protecting rivers

Great Northern rises above Stanton Lake in Flathead National Forest. 
Photo: U.S. Forest Service/Chantelle Delay
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A variety of wildlife live 
in the Flathead National 
Forest, including but not 
limited to endangered 
and threatened 
species such as:

• Mountain goats

• Wolverines

• Grizzlies

• Cold water trout 
such as bulltrout and 
westslope cutthroat

The Flathead 
crosses the 
B.C.-Montana 
border. 
Map courtesy 
Flathead Wild
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What makes them so special?
Western toads are a fantastic species that represent so much of what Y2Y works for. They migrate from land to 
freshwater and back, and need safe corridors between habitats. Each spring, adult toads migrate from hibernation 
sites on land to freshwater, to mate and lay eggs. Then they move overland throughout summer and fall. 

When the eggs hatch, the tadpoles grow into tiny toadlets that must move out of the water onto land to eat. 
Sometimes they move together in huge numbers: thousands of toads on the move! They hibernate all winter 
and then the whole cycle starts again. 

This migration and movement back to the pond they were born in is one of the things that makes them 
vulnerable. Their numbers are declining across their range. 

We need to think about their different habitats, and the corridors they use to get between them. Crossing 
roads is especially dangerous — it breaks my heart to think of thousands of tiny toadlets being squashed  
by cars. 

Species to know about: Western toads
Y2Y's Aerin Jacob shares a bit about one of her favourite species found in Yellowstone to Yukon

Fast facts:
• In the Yellowstone to Yukon region, 

western toads are found from northwestern 
British Columbia to eastern Wyoming.

• They appear at elevations more 
than 9842 feet (3000 m) high. 

• These gorgeous amphibians come 
in an amazing array of colors. 

• Toads grow to between 2.2 and  
5.1 inches (5.6 and 13 cm).

• Scientific name: Anaxyrus boreas.

Photo credits: left, National Park Service; right, Aerin Jacob

Partner projects that include western toads:

• Valhalla Wilderness Society works to prevent toad 
deaths during their migration in the west Kootenays 
of B.C. Find out more at vws.org. 

How you can help:

• Attend Toadfest. This annual event, usually held in 
late summer near Nakusp, B.C., helps toadlets cross 
roads safely.

• Watch and share a video on Valhalla Wilderness 
Society's work at y2y.net/species.



 

Celebrating big news for Canadian conservation
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On Feb. 28, Canada made a historic announcement  
in their 2018 federal budget: $1.3 billion  committed 

to conservation. This funding provides direction and 
financial support for the future management of our 
nation’s protected areas. We think that's cause for 
celebration! 

Under Pathway to Canada Target 1 — a process Y2Y 
has been strongly engaged in — the country has 
committed to an international goal of conserving at least  
17 percent of terrestrial areas and inland water through 
networks of protected areas and other effective area-
based conservation measures by 2020. Currently Canada 
protects 10.6 percent of land and inland waters. 

The funding is an important step, but we also need 
continued commitment and investment of time 
from the federal, provincial, territorial and Indigenous 
governments to meet and exceed this goal. 

“This is a great move for Canada. Canadians love nature 
and this historic investment in preserving the other 
living things that share this beautiful country with us 
demonstrates exactly the kind of strong federal leadership 

we need, to protect what we love,” says Harvey Locke, 
Y2Y's co-founder. 

The spending includes investment in new federal 
protected areas, increased capacity for national park 
management, protection of species at risk such as 
mountain caribou, and funding to establish a network of 
conservation areas. 

“This type of vision shows the government is serious 
about protecting nature on the scale it needs to thrive,” 
says Aerin Jacob, Y2Y’s conservation scientist. 

“Today's announcement is positive. Now the hard 
work lies ahead since we need different conservation 
approaches in different parts of Canada. This includes 
carefully planning where the new protected areas should 
be, based on intact wilderness, connectivity, species at 
risk and more,” she says.  

We applaud this historic commitment that shows 
Environment Minister Catherine McKenna and others 
in the government are dedicated to preserving Canada's 
natural places and wild spaces. 

Hikers set up camp in Yukon's Peel watershed.
Photo: Tayu Hayward

$1.3 billion committed to conservation in the 2018 federal budget
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Contact information

First Name: _______________________

Last Name: _______________________

Address: _________________________

_______________________________

City: ____________________________

State/Prov: _______________________

Zip/Postal Code: ___________________

Phone: __________________________

Email: ___________________________

I support Y2Y

 Yes, I would like to donate $__________ / month, applied to my credit card 
on the first (1st) of each month.

 Yes, I would like to make a one-time donation of $__________

Payment method
 My check is enclosed, made payable to the Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative  
OR

Charge my   Visa  MasterCard   AMEX 

Card Number: ________________________________________________

Expiry: __________ (MM/YY)

Signature: ____________________________________________

Leaving a legacy from Yellowstone to Yukon 
Create a lasting impression through your generosity

To make a donation call us toll free at (800) 966-7920 or make a secure donation online at y2y.net.  
The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a 501(c) 3 public charity in the United States, IRS #81-0535303. 
In Canada, the Initiative is a Registered Canada Revenue 149(1)(f) Charity, Business Number 86430 1841 RR0001.

For long-lived trees such as the red cedars in northern B.C.'s 
ancient inland rainforests, and thousand-year-old white 

bark pine found clinging to high ridges in the mountains 
of Alberta, Montana and Idaho, progress doesn't happen 
overnight. 

But it does endure over time, serving an important role in 
the ecosystem and leaving its own legacy. You see, these 
trees are incredibly important to the wildlife that feed upon 
them or seek shelter under their boughs, or in the ways 
they prevent soil erosion. They're foundational in what they 
provide to the environment  and in their longevity. 

Your contribution is central to our work, and to the wildlife 
and wild lands of the Y2Y region. And just like these iconic 
species you are making your mark for future generations. 

Whether it's through reliable monthly donations or 
including Y2Y in your will, you're working to preserve the 
landscape you love for people of the future to cherish, enjoy 
and share with others. 

Your support helps secure the 
wild spaces, wildlife, water and 
wide vistas we all value and rely 
on. It will link you to enduring 
efforts to protect and connect 
one of the most intact mountain 
ecosystems left on this planet. 

Thank you for supporting our 
bold vision to protect and 
connect this iconic region.

Protect our  environment 
for the future
A legacy gift is a personal way of 
ensuring a lasting impact, and 
an opportunity to safeguard the wildlife and beautiful 
landscapes you love, well into the future. 

Contact Renee Krysko, Y2Y's donor relations manager, at 
403-609-2666 or renee@y2y.net to find out more.

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

Phone 403.609.2666
Toll-free 1.800.966.7920

200-1350 Railway Avenue
Canmore, AB T1W 1P6
Canada

P.O. Box 157
Bozeman, MT 59771-0157
USA

y2y.net
info@y2y.net
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