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Front and back cover: Almost seven times larger than Yellowstone National Parks, the Yukon’s Peel Watershed is one of the largest intact and unsettled 
places left on Earth, and is home to abundant wildlife such as grizzly bears, wolverines and caribou like the bull shown on the cover. Credit: Peter Mather.
Current Page: The trans-border Crown of the Continent Ecosystem stretches over the Upper Great Plains near Dupuyer Creek, Montana. Credit: Stephen Legault.

Our Vision

An interconnected system of wild lands 
and waters stretching from Yellowstone 

to Yukon, harmonizing the needs 
of people with those of nature. 

Our Mission

Connecting and protecting habitat 
from Yellowstone to Yukon so 
people and nature can thrive.
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Building Momentum
Letter from Our President and Chief Scientist

The Yellowstone to Yukon vision is about making 
connections. It’s about ensuring that wildlife thrive 
and remain connected—across borders, between 
protected areas, and over and under busy highways. 
It’s also about catalyzing a global movement of 
groups and individuals, just like you, who work 
together at all scales to keep this magnificent 
mountain ecosystem intact.

In 2015, Y2Y made great strides on every count. 

As you will see from the many conservation 
projects featured within this report, Y2Y actively 
leads and collaborates in grassroots community 
initiatives throughout the region, and engages with 
government, industry and other decision makers to 
inspire conservation throughout the Yellowstone to 
Yukon region.

Last year, we greatly advanced conservation efforts 
throughout the region, and together with the 
passion of our partners and supporters, like you, 
we are making an enormous difference and still 
building momentum. After stepping in as Y2Y’s 
President and Chief Scientist, I’ve had the pleasure of 

working with three highly experienced Y2Y Program 
Directors: Kim Trotter, who is focused on the U.S. 
portion of the Yellowstone to Yukon region, and 
Candace Batycki and Stephen Legault, who together 
oversee projects on both sides of the Canadian 
Continental Divide.

We hope you will join us as we collectively work to 
ensure wolverines, grizzly bears and other wide-
ranging species stay healthy and thrive throughout 
their mountainous habitats of the Yellowstone to 
Yukon region.

Together, we have the passion as well as the realistic 
optimism and know-how to make this vision a 
reality.

2015 Conservation Outcomes

Y2Y works at all scales to connect and protect the Yellowstone to Yukon region—from local and 
regional grassroots initiatives to large-scale conservation projects that transcend international borders.

In 2015, Y2Y:

Catalyzed the efforts of 118 partners 
to enhance collective impact in the 
Yellowstone to Yukon region. 
 
 
Collaborated on 67 conservation 
projects that protect habitat and 
connect wildlife throughout the region. 

 

Protected more than 250,000 ac 
(100,000 ha) of land in Alberta’s 
Castle watershed. 
 
 
Raised $326,000 to support 
grassroots projects.

Jodi Hilty, Ph.D.

President and 
Chief Scientist
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Keeping Wildlife Connected
Protecting core ecosystems is essential, but wide-
ranging species like wolverines and grizzly bears 
also need to move along corridors, across highways 
and around other barriers—otherwise, the large 
protected areas throughout the Yellowstone to 
Yukon region could become “islands of extinction.”

Our Focus
Y2Y protects habitat across multiple jurisdictions, 
restoring crucial wildlife corridors so that animals 
can move freely between protected areas 
throughout the Yellowstone to Yukon region.

2015 Collective Impact
• Significantly increased grizzly bear numbers 

in critical trans-border areas by leading the 
10–year Cabinet-Purcell Collaborative project.

• Secured a commitment to build wildlife 
fencing at Alberta’s Crowsnest Lakes along 
Highway 3 to prevent collisions with bighorn 
sheep.

• Supported a multi-year study on wolverines 
to learn more about the connectivity between 
Alberta, B.C. and U.S. populations.

Collaboration in the Cabinet-Purcell

Straddling the U.S.-Canada border, the Cabinet-
Purcell Mountain Corridor features snow-capped 
peaks that tower above river valleys, supporting a 
mix of farms, ranches and small communities. 

This high-priority linkage zone, stretching almost 
400 miles (650 kilometers) from Missoula, 
Montana, to Golden, B.C., is critical for grizzly bear 
recovery and remains as one of only two travel 
routes for grizzlies in Canada to interact with 
endangered populations in Montana and Idaho.

In 2006, thanks to our visionary supporters, Y2Y 
initiated the Cabinet-Purcell Collaborative—a 
network of groups and individuals who work 

together to connect and protect this vital corridor. 
After a decade of conservation across a multi-
jurisdictional landscape, bears are coming back. 

Achieving this success is only possible through 
a multi-faceted, public-private approach, which 
includes everything from de-activating logging 
roads to engaging with local landowners to 
minimize human-bear interactions.

“We’re making a substantial difference,” says Kim 
Trotter, Y2Y’s U.S. Program Director. “Grizzly bears 
are increasing in numbers further south, and the 
gap separating them from protected areas in 
central Idaho is decreasing.”

Grizzly populations have grown from 10 to 50+ in the Cabinet-Purcell since 1990. Here’s how:

1 bear moved for the
first time from Cabinet

to Yaak River Watershed

494,000 acres of
old growth habitat

protected on public land

600 miles of forest
road closed to

motorized vehicles

186,000 acres
of private land protected

from development

95% of one corridor
secure, 50% completion

on two others

Bear conflict down;
193 attractants secured

in last 2 years

Grizzly Bear Success by the Numbers
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Crossing U.S. Route 20

From Yellowstone National Park, U.S. Route 20 
crosses the Continental Divide and winds its way 
south into Idaho, through the Caribou-Targhee 
National Forest. As the first major road that 
animals encounter as they roam west from Greater 
Yellowstone, it poses a constant threat for grizzlies, 
elk and moose, and further fragments habitat in 
this critical core area.

In 2015, Y2Y and partner groups initiated an 
education campaign to convince others of the 
need to make the highway safer for wildlife, while 

also identifying key corridors where innovative 
fencing and overpasses could reduce collisions.

Providing safe wildlife passage on Route 20 is a 
long-term vision, and it will only become more 
important as the number of people visiting this 
region increases. If done right, these efforts could 
serve as a positive example for countless other 
roadways that bisect ecosystems throughout the 
Yellowstone to Yukon region and beyond.

“The common denominator for success is public involvement and community 

development. Y2Y’s approach is multi-dimensional and thorough, which is 

indispensable in setting the groundwork for land-use planning consultations and 

local government awareness.“
– Jim O’Reilly, Chawkers Foundation

The Cabinet-Purcell Mountain Corridor provides a lifeline for wide-ranging grizzly bears like this one to roam 
between the U.S. and Canada in search of food and mates. Credit: Northern Focus Creative.
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Preserving Our Headwaters
From either side of the highest peaks of the 
Yellowstone to Yukon region, rivers begin their 
flow east and west through North America’s towns 
and cities, providing drinking water for 15 million 
people along the way.

Our Focus
Y2Y protects these vital resources by safeguarding 
their source—the headwater forests that filter 
mountain streams and rivers. These watercourses 
connect mountain ecosystems with farms and 
communities across the continent.

2015 Collective Impact
• Protected more than 250,000 ac 

(100,000 ha) of critical ecosystems in 
Alberta’s Castle watershed.  

• Engaged millions of people through 
more than 200 media stories about the 
importance of protecting their headwaters.

Momentum in the Castle Watershed

In September 2015, after four decades of pressure 
from Y2Y and partner organizations, the Alberta 
government announced protection of the 
Castle watershed—an integral part of Alberta’s 
Headwaters, and a vital source of clean water for 
millions of people downstream.

Located just north of Waterton-Glacier 
International Peace Park, the Castle provides 
critical habitat for grizzly bears, wolverines and 
native trout, and is a key piece in the puzzle for 
keeping wide-ranging species moving north and 
south through the Yellowstone to Yukon region.

“These new protected areas are not isolated,” says 
Stephen Legault, Y2Y’s Program Director for the 
Crown, Alberta and NWT. “The Castle is part of a 
much larger, interconnected landscape within the 
Crown of the Continent Ecosystem.”

Alberta’s newest protected area further 
demonstrates the need for B.C. to protect the 
Flathead Valley, prime habitat between the 
Castle and Waterton-Glacier that is crucial for 
maintaining trans-border connectivity. 

This is a great step forward for the Castle, but more 
work needs to be done.

Safeguarding the Bighorn
Featuring one million acres (400,000 hectares) 
of alpine forests and broad valleys, the Bighorn 
Wildland is another crucial headwater region in 
Alberta in need of permanent protection. 

In 2015, Y2Y and key partners launched a campaign 
to protect the Bighorn’s intact headwaters, which 
would safeguard an essential source of clean 
water for all downstream communities, including 
Edmonton, the provincial capital. It would also 
conserve wildlife corridors along Alberta’s Eastern 
Slopes, helping animals move between protected 
areas and adapt to climate change while preserving 

the region’s ecological integrity. The Bighorn is 
cherished by residents in surrounding communities, 
including First Nations, whose ancestors have had 
ties to the Bighorn for millennia.

From Alberta’s headwaters, the Bighorn River spills over Crescent Falls, before joining the North Saskatchewan 
River and eventually flowing through Edmonton, the provincial capital. Credit: Stephen Legault.
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From Headwaters to Communities: 
RBC Blue Water Project

Is water our most precious resource? Ask Jerilynn Daniels and she’ll point 
to the many folks from across Canada who have repeatedly said yes, it is.

In her focus region of Alberta and the Canadian Territories, Daniels 
manages community investment for the RBC Blue Water Project—a 10-
year, $50-million funding effort that supports water-conservation efforts 
across the country, including Y2Y’s work in Alberta’s headwaters. 

The funding project focuses on urban water resources, says Daniels, 
so supporting Y2Y’s efforts in the headwaters gets right at the source. 
“These rivers flow from the headwaters directly into our communities,” 
she says. “What happens there affects everything downstream.”

Daniels says that what drives her most is seeing the passion people 
have for protecting their most-cherished resource. In one of the many 
activities undertaken in support of RBC’s annual Blue Water Day, 
Daniels witnessed volunteers from across Calgary come out to restore 
a flood-impacted park. “Through that tangible connection, they gain 
an appreciation for their local waterways, and the importance of 
the headwaters that keep them healthy,” she says. “ We’re making a 
difference, and I see it every day.”

Beginning their flow in Alberta’s headwaters, glacier-fed rivers pass through towns and cities throughout the province 
and beyond, the source of clean water for millions of people downstream. Credit: Cristina Mittermeier.
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Saying No to Site C
Despite scientists’ warnings of destructive effects on 
sensitive ecosystems, forests are still being cleared along 
the Peace River to build the Site C dam, which would 
flood 62 miles (100 kilometers) of wildlife-rich valley 
bottom.

“It would wipe away prime wildlife habitat and some of 
B.C.’s best farmland,” says Candace Batycki, Y2Y’s B.C. 
and Yukon Program Director. “It would also submerge 
centuries-old cultural artifacts—the legacy of thousands 
of years of First Nations communities in the valley.” 

In 2015, Y2Y continued to support our partners in 
the Peace, including First Nations, ranchers and other 
landowners, who are fighting in court to halt the project.

Restoring the Peace River Break
As the narrowest part of the Yellowstone to Yukon 
region, B.C.’s Peace River is a critical linkage zone 
for caribou, grizzly bears and other wildlife to 
move between large protected areas to the north 
and south. 

Our Focus
Y2Y is working with all partners in the Peace—
including First Nations, local landowners, 
government and industry—to create a shared 
vision for conservation in a region that has 
experienced intensive industrial pressures.

2015 Collective Impact
• Collaborated with Treaty 8 First Nations on 

a cumulative effects assessment to inform 
Peace land-use planning.

• Partnered with B.C. researchers to study 
wildlife-vehicle collisions along Highway 97 
and nearby roads.

• Worked with government and enlisted the 
help of First Nations to map grizzly bear 
habitat in B.C.’s Moberly region.

Finding a Balance

Although excessive development affects much of 
the Peace, some road-less habitats remain intact. 
In 2015, Y2Y focused on protecting these critical 
regions, which would preserve wildlife connectivity 
on a continental scale. 

The 17,000-acre (7,000-hectare) Peace-Boudreau 
region, a narrow strip that hugs the Peace River 
shoreline, is perhaps best representative of this 
high-quality wildlife habitat. 

The province recognized the area’s ecological 
importance when it first reserved it for provincial 

park status in 1969, and more recently designated 
it an Old Growth Management Area. 

“Peace-Boudreau is a place of shared heritage, 
archaeological richness, First Nations cultural and 
economic importance, and incredible wildlife 
habitat values combined together in a unique 
ecosystem,” says Tim Burkhart, Y2Y’s Peace River 
Break Coordinator. “It’s time to protect this region 
forever.”

Looking out over the Peace River Valley, a unique landscape that features diverse wildlife species, a plethora of 
historical and cultural artifacts, and some of B.C.’s most fertile farmland. Credit: Garth Lenz.
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Peace Bioblitz

To advance conservation in the Peace, it’s 
important to know exactly what is at stake. That 
was the impetus for an unprecedented bioblitz last 
June, as more than 30 scientists converged on the 
valley to collect ecological specimens—everything 
from freshwater invertebrates to insects, plants 
and birds.

Spearheaded by Y2Y, the Biological Survey of 
Canada and the Royal BC Museum, the bioblitz 
focused on a 13,500-acre (5,550-hectare) region 
that will be flooded if the Site C dam is built. 

Scientists explored remote sections of the river 
ecosystem, including Peace-Boudreau, one of the 
most biologically unique but least-catalogued 
regions in the province.

Y2Y helped connect scientists with local First 
Nations’ Elders, who provided traditional 
ecological knowledge to enrich the data, and at 
a Y2Y-hosted open house, scientists shared their 
collections with local residents, who gazed through 
microscopes at freshwater molluscs and spiders.

Royal BC Museum spider expert Darren Copley collects insects and arachnids using an aspirator, which allows 
bioblitz scientists to retrieve fragile organisms without damaging them. Credit: Tristan Brand.
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“The Peace Region is a special 

landscape rich in biological and 

cultural treasures... Species from the 

Rockies, northern forests and prairie 

grasslands meet here in a landscape 

of wild mountains, vital rivers and 

fertile plains. A fantastic fossil record 

chronicles life far beyond the time of 

the dinosaurs.”

— Dr. Richard Hebda, Curator 
Botany & Earth History, BC Royal Museum



Supporting Conservation
Spanning two countries and 500,000 square 
miles (1.3 million square kilometers), the vast 
Yellowstone to Yukon region requires a network 
of people and organizations working together on a 
shared vision to connect and protect it. 

Our Focus
In 2015, Y2Y worked with 118 dedicated 
partners—all engaged in on-the-ground 
conservation projects to keep this magnificent 
mountain ecosystem intact. To learn more about 
the many partners we financially supported or 
worked with last year, see pages 12–15.

2015 Collective Impact
• Invested $326,000 to support 35 on-the-

ground conservation projects throughout 
the Yellowstone to Yukon region.

• Presented three diverse groups with the 
Ted Smith Award for their efforts working 
with local ranchers to improve wildlife co-
existence on Alberta’s Waterton Front.

• Supported the Blackfeet Nation in 
successfully canceling energy leases on 
their sacred land in Montana’s Badger-Two 
Medicine region.

Rewarding Collaborative Conservation: 
2015 Ted Smith Award

Along Alberta’s Waterton Front, snow-dusted 
mountains overlook rolling green ridges and 
farmland—a magnificent setting that features 
multiple ecosystems and land uses in close proximity.

But wherever wildlife habitat is bordered by ranches 
and other development, conflicts between animals 
and people can arise—an issue for wide-ranging 
species that traverse the trans-border Waterton-
Glacier International Peace Park. 

In 2015, Y2Y presented the 2015 Ted Smith Award 
for Conservation Collaboration to three groups—
the Nature Conservancy of Canada, Southern 

Alberta Land Trust Society and the Waterton 
Biosphere Reserve Association—working closely 
with local ranchers to connect and protect this 
beautiful landscape. 

Established in 2014, the award commemorates 
Ted Smith—a visionary conservationist whose 
passionate commitment to collaboration achieved 
many shared goals.

This year’s Ted Smith Award was shared by three organizations for their efforts to ensure that the working landscapes of 
Alberta’s Waterton Front remain a place that both people and nature can thrive. Credit: Stephen Legault.
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Co-existence and Connectivity: 
2015 Sarah Baker Memorial Fund

What better way to advance conservation than to 
support eager students embarking on burgeoning 
careers in wildlife and wilderness protection? 
That is the idea behind the Sarah Baker Memorial 
Fund, an annual award offered to post-secondary 
students pursuing studies that will positively affect 
the Yellowstone to Yukon region. 

In 2015, Y2Y supported the work of two budding 
researchers, Brittani Johnson and Hannah 
Jaicks, who are working on critical issues related 
to wildlife co-existence and connectivity. At 
Missoula’s Montana State University, Johnson is 

studying how local communities can co-exist with 
grizzlies in the Crown of the Continent and High 
Divide—both priority areas for Y2Y.

For her post-grad studies at the City University of 
New York, Jaicks is researching new ways to spur 
the development of wildlife-crossing structures 
on highways in Alberta, B.C., Idaho, Wyoming 
and Montana. Her research includes identifying 
innovative ways to overcome the cultural barriers 
of transportation agencies, which are often limited 
in their ability to incorporate these structures into 
their plans and projects.

“One distinguishing feature of Y2Y is their ability to work with the full spectrum 

of partners—researchers, conservationists, industry, government—to secure the 

cooperation needed to protect and connect large landscapes.”
— Andrea Lessard 

The Scotlyn Foundation

In places like Beebee Flats, a sacred place for the Blood people near Alberta’s Waterton Lakes National Park, 
connectvity and co-existence with wildlife go hand in hand. Credit: Stephen Legault.
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Alberta Cows and Fish Program  •  Alberta Wilderness Association  •  Andrea Morehouse  •  ARC 

(Animal Road Crossings)  •  Backcountry Hunters and Anglers  •  BC Assembly of First Nations  •  

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (National, Southern Alberta and B.C.)  •  Castle-Crown 

Wilderness Coalition  •  Center for Large Landscape Conservation  •  Citizens for the Wyoming 

Range  •  Crown of the Continent Conservation Initiative  •  David Suzuki Foundation  •  Doig River 

First Nation  •  Don Hoffmann  •  EcoAdapt  •  EcoFlight  •  Flathead Wild Campaign  •  Foothills 

Research Institute  •  Fraser Headwaters Alliance  •  Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance  •  Grand Canyon 

Wildlands Council  •  Hawkins Creek Stewardship Committee  •  Headwaters Montana  •  Henry’s 

Fork Foundation  •  Henry’s Fork Legacy Project  •  Highway Wilding  •  Idaho Conservation League  

Idaho Master Naturalists  •  InRoads Consulting  •  Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance  •  Jackson 

Hole Wildlife Foundation  •  Jenna Schulhof  •  Jim Laybourn  •  Landsong Heritage Consulting Ltd   

Larry Peterson  •  Lenz Photography  •  Mapping the Wolverine Way Project  •  Michael Ready 

Photography  •  Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance  •  Miistakis Institute for the Rockies  •  Minister 

of the Environment, Canada  •  Montana State University - Gallatin County Extension  •  Montana 

Wilderness Association  •  Montanans for Safe Wildlife Passage  •  National Parks Conservation 

Association  •  Nez Perce Tribe  •  Nicolas Dory Photography  •  Northern Focus Creative  •  Northern 

Rockies Conservation Cooperative  •  Pat Morrow  •  Paul Zizka Photography  •  Peace Valley 

Landowner Association  •  Prophet River First Nations  •  RAVEN Trust  •  Road Watch in the Pass  

Royal BC Museum  •  Saulteau First Nations  •  Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition  •  Steven 

Gnam Photography  •  The Nature Conservancy in Idaho  •  Theodore Roosevelt Conservation 

Partnership  •  The Wilderness Society  •  Town of Banff  •  Training Resources for the Environmental 

Community  •  Trans-border Grizzly Bear Project  •  Treaty 8 Tribal Association  •  Union of B.C. Indian 

Chiefs  •  University of Northern British Columbia  •  Upper Bow Basin Cumulative Effects Study 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  •  U.S. Forest Service  •  U.S. Geologic Survey Northern Rockies Office  

Valley Advocates for Responsible Development  •  Vital Ground  •  Waterton Biosphere Reserve    

West Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild  •  West Moberly First Nations  •  Western Transportation 

Institute  •  Wilderness Committee  •  Wildlands Network  •  Wildlife Conservation Society

Collaborating with Partners
In 2015, Y2Y worked with 118 partners working 
on critical conservation initiatives across the 
Yellowstone to Yukon landscape. As the only 
organization focused on the entire region, we help 
to mobilize efforts in strategic locations across a 
continental and multi-jurisdictional landscape.

See below for a list of partners we worked with 
on key initiatives over the last year, and the map 
on pages 14–15, which shows the partners and 
projects we supported financially in 2015.

A setting sun over the Rocky Mountain Front near Choteau, Montana, an area that features critical habitat and 
corridors for a range of wildlife, including grizzly bears and elk. Credit: Stephen Legault.

+ 12



Holistic Vision: Woodcock Foundation

When Stacey Faella joined the Woodcock 
Foundation five years ago, she was drawn to its 
strong emphasis on collaboration and the diversity 
of innovative programs it supports. Now, as 
Executive Director, she’s helping to drive the New 
York-based Foundation forward in making an even 
greater difference in the world.

Since 1996, Woodcock has supported dozens of 
organizations, including Y2Y, in efforts to improve 
society and quality of life at local, national and 
international scales. “We aim to create change at 
the systemic level,” says Faella, who has worked in 
some capacity on all of Woodcock’s programs—
from conservation and economic development to 
media, food systems and gender equality. 

Faella believes one of the only ways to successfully 
tackle major issues like poverty and environmental 
degradation is to view them holistically. “And when 
it comes to conservation,” she says, “Y2Y perfectly 

exemplifies that holistic 
perspective.” Given 
its “all-encompassing” 
focus on connecting 
and protecting large 
landscapes, she says the 
Yellowstone to Yukon 
vision is exactly what’s needed to preserve North 
America’s biodiversity over the long term.

“Y2Y has the great ability to build collaborations 
and coordinate efforts on both sides of the 
U.S.-Canada border,” Faella says. “That’s the kind 
of collaboration that leads to systemic change, 
and we’ve seen that borne out in the dramatic 
increases in conserved and protected lands 
throughout the region since 1993.”

Inset: Stacey Faella, Executive Director, Woodcock Foundation.
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Investing in Our Partners
In 2015, Y2Y supported a range of projects 
throughout the trans-border Yellowstone to 
Yukon region, each one of them a critical piece 
of the puzzle that connects this vast landscape. 
The following map reveals both the scale and the 
interconnectedness of this essential work.

Walling Reef above Dupuyer Creek, Montana. Credit: Stephen Legault.
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1. CPAWS-Yukon + Yukon 
Conservation Society
Supporting the legal fight to 
protect the Peel Watershed.

2. WildWise Yukon
Reducing human-bear 
interactions in the Yukon.

3. Sierra Club BC + Peace Valley 
Environment Association
Fighting the Site C dam.

4. Wildsight Invermere
Protecting B.C.’s Purcell Mountains.

5. CPAWS-Northern Alberta
Protecting the headwaters 
in Northern Alberta.

6. Environmental Law Centre
Managing Alberta’s Pekisko 
Heritage Rangeland.

7. Southern Alberta 
Land Trust Society
Educating Albertans about 
westslope cutthroat trout.

8. Wildsight
Protecting wildlife habitat 
and corridors throughout 
the Cabinet-Purcells.

9. Great Divide Trail Association
Restoring the Aldridge Creek Trail.

10. Anatum Ecological Consulting
Keeping wildlife connected 
across Highway 3.

11. Alberta Riparian Habitat 
Management Society
Raising awareness about westslope 
cutthroat trout conservation.

12. Oldman Watershed Council
Conserving westslope cutthroat 
trout in Alberta’s headwaters.

13. Nature Conservancy 
of Canada-Alberta
Co-existing with grizzlies 
on the Waterton Front.

14. Selkirk Conservation Alliance
Co-existing with grizzly bears at 
Sullivan Lake Campground.

15. Friends of Scotchman 
Peaks Wilderness
Preserving Scotchman Peaks 
for future generations.

16. Defenders of Wildlife
Producing a Forest Connectivity 
Primer in Yahk to Yaak.

17. Yaak Valley Forest Council
Connecting wildlife 
from Yahk to Yaak.

18. Flathead Fat Tires
Preserving trail networks in 
the Whitefish Range.

19. Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes
Connecting corridors and 
habitat in the Cabinet-Purcells.

20. People’s Way Partnership
Improving highway crossing 
along Montana’s Route 93.

21. Great Bear Foundation
Reducing wildlife conflicts with 
the Bears & Apples project.

22. University of Montana 
Foundation
Adapting to climate change in 
the Crown of the Continent.

23. Round Table on the 
Crown of the Continent
Supporting the Roundtable’s 
annual conference.

24. Craighead Institute 
+ Future West
Improving wildlife connecting 
in the Madison Valley.

25. People and Carnivores
Encouraging rangeland stewardship 
and carnivore conservation.

26. Earthfire Institute
Encouraging co-existence 
between animals and people.

27. Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Helping wildlife cross 
roadways in Jackson Hole.

28. Hells Canyon 
Preservation Council
Advancing knowledge through 
the Wildlife Watchers project.

29. Wyoming Outdoor Council
Opposing energy leases on 
the Wyoming Range.

30. British Columbia 
Conservation Foundation
Preventing wildlife collisions 
throughout B.C.

31. Practitioners’ Network for 
Large Landscape Conservation
Advancing large landscape 
conservation across the U.S. West.

32. International Union 
for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN)
Supporting the Kenton Miller Award 
for protected areas management.



Photo credits (inset); Top: Don Hoffmann; Centre: Joe Riis; Bottom: Greater Yellowstone Coalition, Jackson Hole Conservation 
Alliance, Center for Large Landscape Conservation and the Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation.

Projects supported in 2015 include:
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Sierra Club BC 
+ Peace Valley 
Environment 
Association
Working together to 
halt the Site C dam in 
B.C.’s wildlife-rich Peace 
River Valley.

Craighead 
Institute + Future 
West
Reducing barriers to 
wildlife connectivity 
in Montana’s Madison 
Valley.

Greater 
Yellowstone 
Coalition
Gathering remote 
camera data to identify 
places for wildlife 
to cross roads safely 
near Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming.
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2015 Financial Report
Y2Y is a trans-boundary, non-profit organization 
governed by three boards of directors. In Canada, 
Y2Y is both a registered charity and a not-for-profit 
organization through the Alberta Foundation 
and the Alberta Society Boards of Directors. In 
the United States, Y2Y is a 501(c) (3) organization 
through the Montana Board of Directors.

Y2Y is supported by a broad network of 
foundations, government agencies, businesses 

and individuals. Thanks to their generosity, we 
completed 2015 in a strong financial position.

In 2015, 80 percent of Y2Y’s revenue directly 
supported 67 conservation projects and 
campaigns, and we were able to continue to keep 
administration and fundraising costs low.

Balance Sheet, December 31, 2015

Assets
Cash in the Bank
Investments
Total
Accounts Receivable and Prepaids
Total Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts Payable
Deferred Revenue
Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

Statement of Operations

January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015
Revenue
Foundations
Individuals
Corporate Donations
Government Grants
Other
Prior Year Restricted Revenue Available 2014*
Total Revenue

Expenses
Programs
Administration
Fundraising
Total Expenses
Restricted Funds
Addition to Operating Reserve
Net

149,184
684,070

1,784,260
2,617,514

1,401,055
1,114,757

2,515,812
101,702

2,617,514

1,094,117
568,928

43,098
208,569

9,394
880,849

2,804,955

1,482,954
180,491
192,866

1,856,311
948,083

561
0

Corporate
Donations

2%

Individuals
30%

Fundraising
10%

10%
Administration

Programs
80%

Foundations
57%

Government
Grants

11%

* Restricted funds are revenues set aside to be used for specific 
projects at a future date. At the end of 2015, 80% of these funds are 
designated for land acquisition and other conservation projects.

Y2Y’s US 501(c)(3) Charity IRS Number is 81-0535303 and our 
Canadian Registered Canada Revenue 149(1)(f) Charity Business 
Number is 86430 1841 RR0001.

Revenue

Expenses

Porcupine Caribou, one of the largest migratory herds in North America, move through the Peel 
Watershed to their wintering grounds in the Northern Yukon. Credit: Peter Mather.
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Nature Needs Us: 
Fanwood Foundation Legacy of Stewardship

Sara Solaimanian can’t imagine a world without 
wildlife. And she’s making sure she’ll never have to.   

Protecting the natural world is a true family 
tradition for Sara. Her parents, Bob and Hope 
Stevens, lived on a 1000-ac (404-ha), off-the-grid 
easement near Helena, Montana, where they grew 
their own food, cared for rescued animals and 
wrote letters to Presidents, Senators and other 
decision makers to urge them to protect nature. In 
the late 80s, they started the Fanwood Foundation 
to support social justice, animal welfare and 
conservation organizations like Y2Y. 

“We grew up on the landscape, and would enjoy 
weekly backcountry outings via horseback,” recalls 
Sara, who now oversees Fanwood’s philanthropic 
efforts along with her sister. Sara’s love for the 
outdoors was awakened during those trips in the 
Gallatin Valley—observing seasonal migrations 

of elk and birds, 
and identifying 
wildflowers. “Nature 
was exciting and 
precious,” she says. 
“I wouldn’t be who 
I am without those 
experiences.” 

Today, Sara is passing those values along to her two 
children and grandchild, and helping them make 
their own connections with wild spaces. Sara says 
being a voice for the wild is part of their identity, 
and that standing up for nature is more important 
now than ever. “Nature needs us,” she says. By 
supporting Y2Y, she hopes to cultivate a shared 
vision for healthy, connected landscapes.

Advancing the Y2Y Vision

When you donate to Y2Y, you are advancing a bold 
vision to connect and protect the Yellowstone to 
Yukon region. Your support will ensure our children 
and grandchildren will continue to enjoy these 
healthy ecosystems and the diverse wildlife that 
depend on them.

Snow-dusted peaks overlook Banff, Alberta, a town where wildlife and people continue to live in close proximity. Credit: Ryan Fowler.
Inset (from left to right): Sara, Tagge, and Shiva Solaimanian.

Make an impact today! 

donations@y2y.net

1-800-966-7920
Visit our website at y2y.net to 

make a secure donation.
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Y2Y Thanks Our Funders

AIG Matching Grants Program  •  Alberta Conservation Association  •  Alberta Real Estate Foundation  

AmazonSmile Foundation  •  ATB Financial  •  Bow River Shuttles   •  Bunting Family Foundation   

Canada Summer Jobs – Canadian Federal Government  •  Canadian Pacific  •  Canadian Rockies Alpine Guides 

Cenovus Employee Foundation  •  CGarchitect Digital Media Corporation  •  Chevron Humankind  

Chicago Zoological Society & Brookfield Zoo  •  Community Initiative Program – Government of Alberta 

Conservation Alliance  •  Country Walkers  •  Cross Charitable Foundation  •  Deep Ecology Fund of 

Tides Foundation  •  DirecTV Matching Gift Center  •  Donner Canadian Foundation  •  EarthShare   

ECO Canada  •  Eddie Knight at Leavy Family Charitable Fund  •  Environment Canada  •  Eleanor 

and Fred Winston - The Longview Foundation  •  Ernest J. Abele Fund of the Columbus Foundation   

Fanwood Foundation  •  Fedderly Transportation Ltd  •  Galvin Family Fund at the Calgary Foundation 

Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative  • Hal Retzer Consulting Ltd • House Family 

Foundation  •  In-Dey-Go  •  Jackson Family Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation  •  John & Maggie KHG 

Mitchell Family Fund at Edmonton Community Foundation  •  John and Barbara Poole Family Funds   

Kresge Foundation  •  Landsong Heritage Consulting Ltd  •  LaSalle Adams Fund  •  Lempel Family Gift Fund  

Liz Claiborne and Art Ortenburg Foundation  •  Michael Green Architecture Inc.  •  Mile High United Way 

Money / Arenz Foundation, Inc.  •  Mountain Equipment Co-op   •  Murtfeldt Charitable Foundation  

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation   •  Norcross Wildlife Foundation  •  October Hill Foundation Inc 

OnwardUP Enterprises Ltd  •  Palmer Family Foundation  •  Otten Foundation  •  Patagonia Inc   

Provincial Employees Community Services Fund   •   Pumpkin Hill Foundation   •   Ralph and Gay Young Family 

Capital Fund at Edmonton Community Foundation  •  RBC Blue Water Project   •  Real Estate Foundation of B.C.     

Shane McMullen Legacy Foundation   •   Social Print Studio  •  Sparo   •   Stanley F and Georgia 

M Bachman Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation   •   Steven & Patty Glover Family Fund  

Stewart Fund, held at Vancouver Foundation  •  The Calgary Foundation  •  The Chawkers Foundation    

The Crown Goodman Family   •   The Dalglish Family Foundation   •   The Heymann Foundation   

The Kendeda Fund • The McLean Foundation  •  The Scotlyn Foundation  •  The Volgenau Foundation    

The Wolverine Foundation • Total E&P Canada Ltd  •  Towell Family Fund  •  Training Resources 

for the Environmental Community  •  United Way of Calgary, Donor Choice Program  •  United 

Way of the Alberta Capital Region  •  United Health Group • Valerie and Bryce Nolan Fund 

Vancouver  Foundation  •   Walton Family  Foundation  •   Wal lace Genetic  Foundation  

Weeden Foundation  •  West Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild  •  Wilburforce Foundation   

William P. Wharton Trust  •  Winkler Family Foundation  •  Woodcock Foundation  •  Yamnuska Mountain Tours

…and all the individuals who support our mission and vision.
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CANADA

Unit 200, 1350 Railway Avenue

Canmore, AB  T1W 1P6

UNITED STATES

P.O. Box 157

Bozeman, MT 59771-0157

Tel (403) 609-2666

Fax (403) 609-2667

Toll-free 1-800-966-7920

info@y2y.net

www.y2y.net
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