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Connecting and protecting habitat from 
Yellowstone to Yukon

so people and nature can thrive.

� e Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a trans-
border, non-profi t organization that connects and protects 
some 2,000 miles (3,200 kilometers) of landscape, to 
support the health of people and wildlife. It’s no simple task, 
but together with our supporters and more than 
200 partners we’re making it happen. 

Monthly donors are the cornerstone of our work. 
Your consistent and dependable support ensures we can continue to connect and protect essential habitat, and supports 
on-the-ground co-existence projects that keep our wild places wild, communities healthy and our water and air clean and pure. 

Contact information
First Name: _______________________

Last Name: _______________________

Address: _________________________

_______________________________

City: ____________________________

State/Prov: _______________________

Zip/Postal Code: ___________________

Phone: __________________________

Email: ___________________________

I support Y2Y
 Yes, I would like to donate $__________ / month, applied to my credit card 
on the fi rst (1st) of each month.

 Yes, I would like to make a one-time donation of $__________

Payment method
 My check is enclosed, made payable to the Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative 
OR

Charge my   Visa  MasterCard   AMEX 

Card Number: ________________________________________________

Expiry: __________ (MM/YY)

Signature: ____________________________________________

Giving goes full circle
Charitable giving evolves from cookies to connectivity  

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

To make a donation call us toll free at (800) 966-7920 or make a secure donation online at y2y.net. 
� e Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a 501(c) 3 public charity in the United States, 
IRS #81-0535303. In Canada, the Initiative is a Registered Canada Revenue 149(1)(f) Charity, Business Number 
86430 1841 RR0001. Y2Y holds a four-star rating with Charity Navigator.

Trailblazers and pioneers like Jane Goodall, Rachel 
Carson and Margie Richard have long stood 

up for our natural world and shaped conservation.
� ese extraordinary women have inspired us — 
and I’m sure you too. 

� eir work is part of the reason so many of you 
are Y2Y donors, advocates, and infl uencers. � ese 
role models have shown all of society, regardless 
of gender, how to use our voices to defend nature. 

On the heels of International Women’s Day and with 
Mother’s Day approaching, we wanted to honor 
and throw a spotlight on some of the women who 
make this work and the resulting impacts possible. 
Women such as: 

• Gladys Norwegian, Grand Chief of Dehcho 
First Nations in Northwest Territories where 
Canada’s fi rst Indigenous protected area has been 
established; 

• Leanne Allison, whose compelling fi lms have 
moved multitudes of people to care and take 
environmental action;

• Jean Bjerke, who volunteers her time to advance 
Y2Y's vision and work on wildlife crossings.  

It’s thanks to women like this, women like you, or 
your partners, sisters, mothers and daughters, that 
we stand up for wilderness and are seeing greater 
protection of our lands, water and wildlife for the 
people of today and tomorrow. 

From all of us at Y2Y — thank you! 

WOMEN OF Y2Y —
Fearless. Wise. Transformational. 

Idaho Fish and Game technician 
Britta Petersen bands a duck for 
a wetlands project in north Idaho. 
Photo: Scott Rulander
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While shopping for holiday gifts a few years ago, wildlife 
photographer and Vancouver resident Roberta Olenick 

started thinking about the time shopping took. And the carbon 
footprint involved. And although she appreciated the beautiful 
gifts friends bought for her, she really didn’t need more stu� .  

� at’s when she decided that, from now on, she’d suggest friends 
gift her only one of four things: books, baked goods, homemade 
items, or charitable support, and in return she'd do the same.  

Since then, Roberta has received amazing homemade gifts. 
She’s also gifted and received some great charity donations. In 
fact, a group of her friends all donate tribute gifts to Y2Y on 
each other's behalf over the holidays.  

According to Roberta, choosing Y2Y on behalf of friends over 
the years has been a no-brainer. “Y2Y does great work on all 
kinds of issues — like connectivity,” adding that it’s been a great 

choice for giving in the name of friends with a whole array of 
interests.  

“For example, one friend was opposing the Site C dam back in 
the ‘80s — and she’s opposing it now.” Given Y2Y’s work with 
partner organizations to stop the destructive dam on B.C.’s 
Peace River, donating on that friend’s behalf made perfect sense.  

Roberta continues, “It feels great to get that notifi cation saying 
a donation has just been made in your honor. And with these 
gifts, there’s no waste. � ere’s no carbon footprint. Also, when 
you’re the person making the donation on a friend’s behalf, it’s 
tax deductible!” she laughs. 

� is Mother’s Day, why not consider sending a Y2Y tribute 
gift to celebrate an important person in your life? Visit 
y2y.net/tribute to get started. 

Celebrating women in science

Brush up on your knowledge of ecologists, biologists, 
conservationists and other women working hard to 
improve our environment by reading these books: 

Gorilla Mountain: � e Story of Wildlife 
Biologist Amy Vedder by Rene Ebersole

� e World is Blue: How Our Fate and the 
Ocean's are One by Sylvia Earle 

Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who 
Changed the World by Rachel Ignotofsky

� e Winona LaDuke Chronicles: Stories from 
the Front Lines in the Battle for Environmental 
Justice by Winona LaDuke

Find Where the Wind Goes: Moments 
from my Life by Dr. Mae Jemison

What makes them so special?
In the early 2000s, I was overseeing a wolverine project with Wildlife Conservation Society in Grand Teton 
National Park where we had a live wolverine in a trap. My colleagues prepared a tranquilizer jab stick and opened 
the log-cabin trap when the 35-pound (16 kg) wolverine erupted, sounding louder than a dinosaur, scattering 
people and equipment in every direction. � at was the moment that I really became fascinated with wolverines.

A recent Grand Teton research project found fewer wolverines compared to previous counts. Are their numbers 
declining or is it a temporary blip? Hard to tell because they are such low density already and so elusive. However, 
they are thought to be snow dependent, and sensitive to climate change. To the northwest, the headwaters of 
the Columbia River in British Columbia (B.C.) is predicted to be a climate refugia that could be an important 
stronghold for these wild creatures.   

Wolverines rely on snow for many reasons, but especially to breed — females use deep snow to make their dens. 
� ey’re great moms, in fact, digging eight feet (2.5 meters) or more into the snow to provide warmth for their 
kits. Born in February or March, the kits grow quickly, leaving dens in April or May before reaching full-grown 
size that same winter. But they stay by their fi erce mother’s side and learn from her for two full years. Wolverines 
sometimes seem like mythical beasts. Because they are so wily, wary and wide-ranging, they are rarely seen and 
their mystique often precedes them. But as we fi nd out more about them thanks to brave researchers, we are 
beginning to understand how to help them succeed.   

Species to know about: Wolverines
Y2Y’s Jodi Hilty shares a bit about one of her favorite species found in Yellowstone to Yukon 

Fast (furry) facts:
• Researchers in B.C. and Idaho estimate there's just 

one wolverine for up to 190 square miles (500 km2).  

• � ey are the largest of the weasel family 
and have nothing to do with wolves!

• Wolverine coats consist of thick, dark, 
oily fur that is also frost-resistant.  

• � eir plate-sized furry paws act as snowshoes 
that prevent them from sinking deep into snow. 

• Scientifi c name: Gulo gulo. 

Photo credits: left, Wolverine Watch; right, Erik Mandre

Partner projects that include wolverines:

• Y2Y is supporting Mirjam Barrueto's PhD work to 
learn how wolverines are doing in the Columbia 
Headwaters. Look out for Chasing a Trace, a fi lm 
about her and wolverines, later this year.   

How you can help:

• We're also partnering with Wolverine Watch. If you’re 
in the mountain ranges of southeastern B.C. and note 
tracks, a wolverine den or see a wolverine, report your 
fi ndings at wolverinewatch.org/report-observations.  

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

Phone 403.609.2666
Toll-free 1.800.966.7920

200-1350 Railway Avenue
Canmore, AB T1W 1P6
Canada

P.O. Box 157
Bozeman, MT 59771-0157
USA

y2y.net
info@y2y.net
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a way to protect animals on the move from barriers such as 
development and highways. It was this data that inspired 
Y2Y’s founding.  

Pluie isn’t the only charismatic female to have captured the 
public imagination in recent years. 

National Geographic described Yellowstone’s Wolf 06 as a 
“once-in-a-generation hunter.” With an “owl-like mask around 
her eyes,” 06 was remarkably powerful. Weighing 100 pounds 
(45 kg), 06 often brought down an elk by herself — a task that 
typically takes a whole pack. Sadly, 06's life came to an end 
when she was legally harvested by a hunter after leaving the 
protection of the park.    

� e life stories of these wolves show that although parks and 
protected areas are essential for biodiversity, their need to 

roam demands that we think bigger — we must also consider 
the challenges these animals face in order to conserve healthy 
populations that need huge areas to thrive. In the end, e� ective 
conservation must work on a large scale to protect wildlife on 
the move from civilization’s threats between and surrounding 
protected areas.  

In our 25th year, we know the work you've supported has 
improved the connections between parks by more than 
30 percent. 

� ank you for your role in improving and linking this 
interconnected system of wild lands and waters stretching 
from Yellowstone to Yukon — one that harmonizes the needs 
of people with those of nature.   

If you’re like most people in North America, you likely travel 
by foot about two miles (3 km) a day. But the average grizzly 

bear? Its home range covers an area up to 1,500 square miles 
(3,885 km2). And it’s not the only species that travels such 
large distances in the Yellowstone to Yukon region.

A tale of two wolves  

Back in the early 1990s, biologists started using improvements 
in radio collars, satellite transmitters and GPS technology to 
track wildlife movements in the Canadian Rockies. One animal 
they began following was a female gray wolf they named Pluie 
(ploo-ee; French for rain).  

Radio-collared in Alberta’s Kananaskis Country on a rainy day 
in June 1991, over the next nine months Pluie covered more 

than 40,000 square miles (100,000 km2) — that’s 15 times the 
size of Ban�  National Park or 10 times the size of Yellowstone 
National Park. During this period, she spent time with fi ve 
di� erent packs. 

“She was moving so fast,” World Wildlife Fund zoologist Paul 
Paquet told the New York Times, “We thought she was on a 
pickup truck for a while.”  

During her travels, Pluie crossed more than 30 di� erent 
political jurisdictions (including two countries, three states, 
two provinces, private lands, various federal jurisdictions, and 
First Nations territories). 

In doing so, she showed that e� ective conservation must 
go beyond national, provincial and state borders and o� er 

Charismatic female wildlife cover big 
landscapes with big stories 

Pluie the wolf wakes after being radio-collared in Alberta's 
Kananaskis Country in 1991. Photo: Paul Paquet

Wildlife show us the need to protect wide tracts of land that support migration

– 3 –

Pluie's journey
Radio-collared in Alberta’s 
Kananaskis Country in June 1991, over 
the next nine months Pluie covered 
more than 40,000 square miles 
(100,000 km2) — that’s 15 times the 
size of Ban�  National Park or 10 times 
the size of Yellowstone National Park.

Other animals such as lynx, cougars, 
golden eagles and bull trout have also 
been recorded traveling distances of 
more than 1,000 miles (1,600 km).

Map: Ross Donihue

1991: Pluie is 
radio-collared

1993: Pluie's 
journey ends
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Your help keeps deer moving
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Not all mule deer migrate, but a doe known as 255 made 
headlines recently with her record-breaking 242-mile 
(389 km) one-way migration from Wyoming’s Red Desert 
to Island Park in Idaho. Deer 255 holds the record for the 
longest-documented land migration in the Lower 48.  

Crossing roads is one major barrier for wildlife migrating 
across the Yellowstone to Yukon region. With your help, 
Y2Y is working with Idaho Transportation Department to 
help migrating deer herds, elk and moose across the state, 
including partnering on Idaho’s fi rst wildlife overpass and 
fencing project.

Building on a bear's legacy
In 2017, one of Ban�  National Park’s grizzly bears, 
bear 148, was translocated to northern Alberta after 
encounters with people in Canmore, a community 
just outside the park's boundary. � is bear’s struggles 
outside parks, sadly ending in her death, highlights 
the need to better manage the spaces between 
protected areas for the safety of wildlife and people. 

With your support, Y2Y is working towards a 
cumulative e� ects assessment for the entire 
Bow Valley as well as supporting a visioning 
process for Canmore to better understand the 
impact of a growing mountain community on 
wildlife movement and how we can all thrive. 

Connecting Montana wildlife
� anks to your support, and together with Missoula-
based Vital Ground Foundation, two land purchases 
are making things a little easier for wildlife near the 
U.S.-Canada border. � ese projects benefi t grizzlies and 
other mammals, as well as endangered white sturgeon 
and threatened bull trout. In December 2018, 52 acres 
of land were purchased in the Ninemile-Clark Fork area 
west of Missoula. In October 2018, fi ve lots of land 
were purchased near the confl uence of northwestern 
Montana’s Kootenai and Yaak rivers. � ese purchases 
are separate but equally important links to vital 
habitat for grizzlies, protecting wildlife corridors, 
undeveloped land and enabling animals to move.


