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Connecting and protecting habitat from 
Yellowstone to Yukon 

so people and nature can thrive.

The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a 
trans-border, non-profit organization that connects and 
protects some 2,000 miles (3,200 kilometers) of landscape, 
to support the health of people and wildlife. It’s no simple 
task, but together with our supporters and more than  
120 partners we’re making it happen. 

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

Do you remember the moment you decided: I’m in? The 
moment you decided to take action: sign a petition, 

write a letter, volunteer or make a gift in support of our work 
to show that you care for our natural world now and into the 
future?

Maybe you were 11, like Drake, who was so moved by our 
efforts to protect his headwaters that he took it upon himself 
to collect signatures for our petition (page 4)? Or maybe you 
were 10 or 12 like Gavin and Max, who got a sense of the scale 
of the Yellowstone to Yukon region for the first time (page 2)?

No matter how large or small, every action you take makes 
a difference. Because the cumulative impact of all of our 
actions is change. 

That's what heroes do — believe in something so strongly 
that they act, stand up and say, “I care!” 

When we first embarked on the Y2Y vision almost 25 years 
ago, we knew our collective work would not only address the 
immediate needs of people and nature, but also needs we had 
not yet imagined, of people we had not yet met. This remains 
true today — especially as we tackle climate change.

In this newsletter, we introduce you to some of our youngest 
heroes. They are harnessing their power and working to 
define what their future looks like. And on the eve of World’s 
Children’s Day on November 20, a day for children, by 
children, it seems appropriate to acknowledge the strength of 
their conviction and the tenaciousness of their actions.

We hope you find them as inspiring as we do. From the entire 
team here at Y2Y, thank you for walking this journey with us 
— we couldn’t do it without you!

You are a hero 
When did you decide to take 
action? 

Read science and nature books together.

Teach them the importance of recycling 
and how to do it properly.

If you live in an area with bears, teach 
them how to be wildlife-aware.

Spend time outdoors together, recreating 
or just soaking up the sun.

Visit natural history museums together.

Five ways to nurture a love of nature
Looking for a way to foster a love of wild animals and 
the environment? Here are some ways to inspire a young 
person in your life:

Children learn to identify bees at a restoration site in Idaho. Read 
page 4 for more. Photo: Scott Rulander/Gem Vision Productions

Michael, Skade and Lacy. Supplied photo
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Twenty years ago, Karsten Heuer set out to travel on foot 
— just as a bear or wolf might — across the 2,000 mile 

(3,200 kilometer) Yellowstone to Yukon landscape, to observe 
firsthand the intact nature of this region.

What he didn’t know then was that his journey would later 
inspire a family to one day do the same in their Mercedes 
Sprinter. This summer, 12-year-old Maxwell and 10-year-old 
Gavin Zoffmann and their parents Beth and Sandy set out to 
explore.

“We feel so connected to this landscape,” explains Beth. “We 
wanted the boys to experience the scale of this place.” 

Between March and April, the family travelled from Canmore 
south to Yellowstone National Park and back again, before 
setting off further north for July and August, making it as far 
north as Yukon's Tombstone Territorial Park. 

Along the way they spotted incredible wildlife, skiied, camped 
along side bison and elk, fished for salmon and more. 

The brothers set off with conservation questions in mind, 
mainly how wildlife can cross roads more safely from 
Yellowstone to Yukon. 

"I learned a lot about wildlife crossings," says Max. "Me, too!" 
says Gavin. 

After observing the increase in speeds on some highways 
and lack of wildlife crossings on others, they learned the 
importance of driving slowly, especially at night.  

"We were inspired by having fun and wanting to see new 
places from Yellowstone to Yukon.  We also really liked skiing 
at new places, like Jackson Hole and Schwietzer, and learning 
about the animals and history," the boys say, excitedly.

See the map opposite for  selection of their trip stops and 
some of the activities they recommend if you're inspired to 
take this journey yourself. 

Days on the road:
64 in total: 24 days on the southern leg in March and April,  
40 days from July to August on the northern leg.

Wildlife spotted:
More than 26 species including bison, pronghorn, turkey 
vulture, grizzly bear, ptarmigan, fox, bees, a family of river 
otters and one caribou!

Inspired to roam

The Zoffmann brothers, Max and Gavin, and their parents, Sandy and Beth, in Canmore 
before starting out on their trip in March. Photo: Kelly Zenkewich.  
Inset photos courtesy Beth Hyrchuk.

One family's epic trip from Yellowstone to Yukon
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Yellowstone to Yukon region

Jackson, WY

Salmon River, ID
Craters of the Moon 
National Preserve, ID

Ninepipes Museum, MT

Cody, WY
Yellowstone National Park, WY

Peace River Valley, B.C. 

Grande Cache, Alta.
Moberly Lake, B.C.

Jasper National Park, AB

Denetiah Lake, B.C. 
Muncho Lake, B.C. 

Whitehorse, YT

Tombstone Territorial Park, YT
Carcross, YT

Lake Pend Oreille, ID

Kootenay National Park, B.C.

Head Smashed-In Bu�alo Jump
UNESCO World Site, Alta.

Ban� National Park, Alta.1
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Start point

21

Hyder-Stewart Border 
Crossing, B.C./AK

20

Nass River, B.C.

21

19

Teslin, YT

22

Pull in salmon nets with
Nisga’a subsistence 
�shermen.
Nass River, B.C. 

Learn about turkey
vultures at Bu�alo Bill
and Draper Museum.
Cody, WY

Hike the tundra.
Tombstone 
Territorial Park, YT

Fly by �oat plane from Muncho 
Lake to Denetiah Lake to see
Muskwa-Kechika and catch 
rainbow trout for lunch.
Muncho Lake, B.C. 

Visit the headwaters of
the Salmon River.
Sawtooth Range, ID

Explore the National 
Bison Museum and 
learn Montana’s history. 
Ninepipes, MT

A journey from Yellowstone to Yukon
Max and Gavin share some recommended stops



Exercising youthful power 

This spring, while attending a presentation about our Love 
Your Headwaters campaign, 11-year-old Drake heard 

about our work to protect a place he loved — Alberta's 
Bighorn. It was at that moment he decided he was in. 

The Bighorn Backcountry is nestled between Jasper and Banff 
National Parks, and Drake has spent much of his young life 
camping and exploring the mountains, foothills, grasslands 
and rivers of this area with his family, as well as with his Scout 
group. 

“We practice pack it in, pack it out,” he says, sharing his 
experiences there. “It’s a huge area and not well known. I 
want people to know how important it is to protect our wild 
spaces.”   

Designating the Bighorn Backcountry as a provincial wildland 
would continue to support the recreational access Drake and 
others like him have enjoyed, such as hiking, horseback riding 
and fishing. The bonus would be better protection for the 
water, wild spaces and wildlife from the impacts of logging, 
mining and other industrial activity.  

Drake’s mom, Michelle, says her son has always loved the 
outdoors — at the age of three he started by picking up trash 
and recycling. He’s a “huge animal lover” who hopes to help 
save the planet’s big cats.   

So it’s no surprise that when Drake, in Grade 6 at the time, 
learned the important role that advocacy plays in protecting 
the Bighorn, he took it upon himself to collect petition 
signatures to show support. 

“My hope (for the Bighorn) is that wildlife can have a safe, 
protected corridor and we can have clean, fresh drinking 
water,” he says. “We need to protect our natural areas before 
they’re gone.”  

More than 150 students, fellow Scouts and Scout leaders, 
family, teachers and parents signed the petition. These 
signatures drew the attention of the key decision maker, 
Minister Phillips. In June she sent Drake a personal letter 
thanking him for his advocacy. Personal pledges can encourage 
government to take action.  

Since Y2Y and our partners started advocating to protect the 
Bighorn more than 21,000 people have sent letters or signed 
our petition, and many have called their elected officials 
personally. If you are one of them — thank you! Your support 
moves us closer to our goal of protecting this special area on 
the eastern slopes of the Rockies.  

If you’d like to learn more about how you can rise up and say 
"I care" about one of our many campaigns, sign up to receive 
our Action Alerts at y2y.net/join. 

One young Albertan gives back
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Drake, 11, with some of the 150 petition signatures he gathered to send to the Alberta Government 
asking the Bighorn Backcountry be designated as a wildland provincial park. Inset: Personalized 
letters about the Bighorn from Drake's classmates. Photos: Michelle M. 

“We need to protect our 
natural areas before 
they're gone."  

— Drake M.,  
conservationist, age 11
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Helping kids get involved in their landscape

This summer, your contributions enabled us to partner with 
Idaho Fish and Game and Selkirk Outdoor Leadership and 

Education to let kids experience nature at two field workshops 
in north Idaho. 

More than 90 youth from kindergarten through high school 
were able to explore parts of the Boundary-Smith Creek wildlife 
management area, an area featuring wetlands we're working 
with partners to restore, thanks to your help. 

Y2Y is now in the early stages of collaborating with partners 
such as Idaho Fish and Game on a wetlands restoration project. 
Biologists and staff will create new seasonal ponds and plant 
native trees and shrubs that will help to lower temperatures, 
and give wildlife a place to find refuge as the climate changes. 

The ponds will restore land drained and fragmented over the 
years by agriculture, supporting rare pale jumping slugs similar 
to Skade's slug elsewhere in the state (see page 6) as well as 

native frogs and toads that only reproduce once a year — 
deterring invasive bullfrogs that breed year-round. 

Many other species, including grizzlies who range between 
the Selkirk and Purcell mountains, will benefit from the shade 
the team is bringing back through re-planting, as well as the 
associated cool air and moist soil they need to thrive. 

Work on this lower anchor of a chain of wetlands stretching 
from Bonner’s Ferry, ID up to Creston, B.C. officially begins 
in 2019, but planning and preliminary projects have already 
started, including nature workshops such as these above. 

Attendees learned to identify different types of bees and 
understand why they play an important role in the state's 
future and on a larger landscape scale, among other activities. 

Thanks to your support, these projects allow children to 
explore, achieve and lead by getting their hands dirty in their 
local lands while improving their science literacy. 

You're developing young naturalists

North Idaho youth learn to identify bees at a field workshop in Idaho. Y2Y is partnering with other organizations to 
begin a wetlands restoration project here in 2019. Photos by Scott Rulander/Gem Vision Productions

Photography by Scott Rulander, Gem Vision Productions. 



Monthly donors are the cornerstone of our work. 
Your consistent and dependable support ensures we can continue to connect and protect essential habitat, and sustains  
on-the-ground co-existence projects that keep our wild places wild, communities healthy and our water and air clean and pure. 

Contact information
First Name: _______________________

Last Name: _______________________

Address: _________________________

_______________________________

City: ____________________________

State/Prov: _______________________

Zip/Postal Code: ___________________

Phone: __________________________

Email: ___________________________

I support Y2Y
 Yes, I would like to donate $__________ / month, applied to my credit card 
on the first (1st) of each month.

 Yes, I would like to make a one-time donation of $__________

Payment method
 My check is enclosed, made payable to the Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative  
OR

Charge my   Visa  MasterCard   AMEX 

Card Number: ________________________________________________

Expiry: __________ (MM/YY)

Signature: ____________________________________________

Skade's slug   
Making tributes to combat climate change

To make a donation call us toll free at (800) 966-7920 or make a secure donation online at y2y.net.  
The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a 501(c) 3 public charity in the United States,  
IRS #81-0535303. In Canada, the Initiative is a Registered Canada Revenue 149(1)(f) Charity, Business Number 
86430 1841 RR0001.

At just two-years-old, Skade from Idaho has accomplished 
something few of us will: having a never-before-seen species 

named after her. This new gastropod, Latin name Hemphillia 
skadei, is a type of jumping slug discovered in the state’s Selkirk 
mountains. 

Skade’s slug, found only in America’s Pacific Northwest, was 
first documented by her biologist parents, former Y2Y staffer 
Lacy Robinson and her spouse Michael Lucid. The pair named 
the slug after their daughter as she is likely to experience the 
effects of climate change in her lifetime. Skade herself is named 
for Skadi, the Norse goddess of winter, skiing and bowhunting.

Perhaps you, like Michael and Lacy, are concerned about the 
impacts of climate change on future generations. While not 
everyone is in a position to name a new species after their child 
in tribute, you can make your own impact through a gift to Y2Y. 

Know that your support helps Y2Y hire great staff, protect 
key lands, complete restoration projects and support on-the-

ground efforts to reach 
communities likely to 
be affected by climate 
change impacts. Together 
we are working to address 
environmental changes.  

Increasing the amount of 
intact landscape in the 
world is one of the best 
solutions to a changing 
climate. 

That makes projects 
like those to protect Alberta's Bighorn (see page 4) or the 
wetlands restoration in Idaho (read more on page 5) not only  
good news for slugs and bears, but also for children such as 
Skade, who rely on us to address climate change. 

Your support is key in making that happen. 

You're developing young naturalists

Michael, Skade and Lacy. Supplied photo

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

Phone 403.609.2666
Toll-free 1.800.966.7920

200-1350 Railway Avenue
Canmore, AB T1W 1P6
Canada

P.O. Box 157
Bozeman, MT 59771-0157
USA

y2y.net
info@y2y.net

Ph
ot

o:
 N

ea
l H

er
be

rt


	fall_2018_web.pdf

