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Connecting and protecting habitat from 
Yellowstone to Yukon 

so people and nature can thrive.

The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a 
trans-border, non-profit organization that connects and 
protects some 2,000 miles (3,200 kilometres) of landscape, 
to support the health of people and wildlife. It’s no simple 
task, but together with our supporters and more than 120 
partners we’re making it happen. 
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Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

We forget that the water cycle and the life cycle are one.  
— Jacques Cousteau, oceanographer

Beginning its journey high in the mountains, the lure of a 
rushing river is undeniable. Instantly enchanting, cold, clear 
waters flowing from mountain-top glaciers are appealing not 
just for their looks, but for their life-giving properties. 

Healthy rivers signal functioning headwaters and healthy 
watersheds. In fact, no matter where on Earth you are reading 
this at the moment, you are part of  a watershed. 

Snow, rain and glaciers all drain into basins before forming 
watersheds. That water fills streams, wetlands and the tiniest 
of brooks, eventually finding its way to your tap. Thousands of 
species of wildlife and plants rely on this water, too.  

The water filling your glass could be sourced from a watershed 
in the Yellowstone to Yukon region. This area contains major 
water basins feeding 13 major rivers, ultimately providing 
clean drinking water to 15 million people. 

Live in Vancouver, Calgary, Missoula or even as far south as  
California? You could be one of them — see the map on page 
four for more. 

Beyond their beauty and water supply, rivers help regulate 
climate and cycle nutrients feeding our forests. Not to mention 
their recreational, economic and cultural importance. So, 
it’s no surprise that conserving healthy water systems is 
paramount in our work. In fact it’s the focus for eight projects  
in the region — work we couldn’t do without your generous 
support. 

On behalf of the people, wildlife and forests water from 
Yellowstone to Yukon nourishes, thank you!

SPECIAL FEATURE: 
The power of water

Yellowstone to Yukon water by the numbers:

Excellent swimmers and divers, eared grebes can 
be found in Yellowstone National Park. 
Photo: National Park Service/Neal Herbert

15 million people drink water originating 

from the Yellowstone to Yukon region.

13 major rivers begin in the region. 6 of those are 

among 125 of the world’s largest rivers by volume. 

2020 the year Canada has pledged to preserve at 

least 17% terrestrial and inland water areas and 10% of 

coastal and marine areas.

8 water-focused Y2Y projects: Yukon’s Peel watershed; 

B.C.’s Peace River, Murray River and Columbia Headwaters; 

Alberta’s Eastern Slopes, Bighorn Wildland and Castle; and 

Idaho’s Salmon River.
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Ask Y2Y U.S. program director Kim Trotter about Idaho’s 
Salmon River and she’ll paint you a picture. It’s an image she’s 
appreciated since her youth. 

Starting in the Sawtooth Mountains of central Idaho, the 
Salmon’s beginnings are humble, Kim says, with headwaters 
just a few feet wide.  

Picking up water from tributaries like the Yankee Fork, the 
Pahsimeroi, Lemhi and many others, the river becomes a 
powerhouse as it flows through the state’s River of No Return 
Wilderness and other craggy, isolated mountain ranges.   

The Salmon River is one of the longest undammed rivers in 
the lower 48 states, draining a mountainous area about the 
size of Maryland. It got its name from the seemingly infinite 
salmon and steelhead runs that historically swam 700 miles  
(1,127 km) from the ocean to spawn in its headwaters.  

But now salmon counts at Redfish Lake — named for its color 
during the annual sockeye spawning — have dwindled to 

just a few some years, in part due to four Snake River dams 
downstream. 

Not only are salmon, steelhead and bull trout important food 
sources for area wildlife, they play key roles in this ecosystem, 
bringing nutrients from the rich ocean waters all the way to 
the headwaters when they spawn and die. Fewer fish means 
forests suffer.  

Fish rely on healthy rivers free of barriers with pockets of cold 
water — needs threatened by industrial, agricultural and 
recreational development on public land. And then there are 
impacts of climate change: shifting water levels or warmer 
temperatures, for example.   

Recognizing the need for healthy rivers in this area, Y2Y is 
working to protect ecological function in Idaho’s High Divide. 

This is an exciting time, Kim says, as Y2Y drives conservation 
forward through community and federal processes such as 
land-use planning.  

Safeguarding Idaho’s Salmon River

Fly-fishing in Idaho’s Redfish Lake.
Photo credit: Visit Idaho 

At Redfish Lake — 
named for its color 
during the annual 
sockeye spawning 

— salmon numbers 
have dwindled to just 

a few some years, 
in part due to four 
Snake River dams .

You are making ripples for future water planning
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There is opportunity now as regional and federal land agencies 
update management plans on more than 7.4 million acres  
(2.9 million hectares) of public land — about the size of three 
Yellowstone National Parks. 

Y2Y recommendations include management actions to endure 
the effects of climate change, keeping habitat connected 
and maintaining biodiversity while balancing the needs of 
economy and community such as jobs and recreation.

This long-term process includes working with many community 
members, sportsmen and other conservation groups such as 
Trout Unlimited and Idaho Conservation League.  

“Along with partners, Y2Y is identifying where different 
management tools benefit fish and wildlife, based on data and 
climate models,” Kim says. 

For example, climate modelling is used to project where cold, 
clean water will remain in future as streams heat up.  

“We’re using the best available science to help us determine 
what must be protected to maintain connectivity on land 
and in water, and where we can all agree on other uses the 
community will support,” she says.   

The issues of climate change and water connectivity impact 
more than water or fish. The goal is to sustain wildlife in all 
areas. 

Thanks to you, we are able to seize this rare opportunity to 
work on long-term plans with partners to address the issues 
of connectivity, climate change and habitat suitability. Your 
support helps us make ripples for water planning on and 
around rivers such as Idaho’s Salmon, ensuring they are there 
for future generations to enjoy. 

Cold water refugia

With climate change comes 
warmer waters. This is bad 
news for fish that rely on 
pockets of colder water as 
they migrate to spawning 
areas. Thanks to dedicated 
donors, we’re able to 
locate, protect and restore 
these zones along rivers 
such as Idaho’s Salmon 
and B.C.’s Columbia. 

In areas such as Idaho’s High 
Divide fish are an important 
part of the food chain. As 
salmon bodies break down 
following spawning, they add 
nutrients like nitrogen into 
riverside plants and trees. 
Studies show trees in some 
salmon-stocked areas grow 
up to three times faster than 
those not near salmon.  

Fish feed forests

The middle fork of the Salmon River runs through the remote, rugged  
Salmon-Challis National Forest. Photo credit: U.S. Forest Service
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Starting from the Continental Divide, rivers flow east and west, serving as the lifeblood of the Yellowstone to Yukon region 
— and beyond. Water begins high up, fed by snow, rain and glaciers, carving a path through the landscape as it descends.

These water ways rush through towns and cities, under bridges and over plains before emptying into the 
Bering Sea, Arctic Ocean, Hudson Bay, Pacific Ocean — even as far as the Gulf of California.

Fort Saint John, Vancouver, Lethbridge, Edmonton, Bozeman and Lewiston are just some of 
the cities that receive water from Yellowstone to Yukon region watersheds.

Are you one of the estimated 15 million people who drink water  
sourced from rivers in the Yellowstone to Yukon region?

Major watersheds in the Yellowstone to Yukon region appear in blue text. 

Where does your water come from?



News and Notes

RBC supports Y2Y 
Working with partners such as RBC’s Blue Water project, 
Y2Y is able to build and expand programs that highlight 
regional concerns. On March 22, World Water Day, RBC 
announced that more than $2 million would go toward 
water protection programs delivered by  
122 organizations in five countries, including $100,000 for 
Y2Y’s work in Alberta’s headwaters. Protecting watersheds 
like the Bighorn is essential as it sources the North 
Saskatchewan — a river that provides more than  
90 per cent of Edmonton’s water. 

Columbia plays key climate role
Flowing from rugged mountain headwaters in B.C., the 
transboundary Columbia River basin is enormous, including 
parts of seven states, more than 30 tribes and First Nations 
bands, and one Canadian province. Research suggests climate 
change is reducing snowpack, affecting future water security 
for people and ecosystems — just one of the issues affecting 
this region. Thanks to your donations, Y2Y is hiring a Columbia 
Headwaters Associate to help us understand the future needs 
of this river, one of the key waterways in the Yellowstone to 
Yukon region.
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See map on page four

See map on page four

Peel case takes national stage

After years of legal wrangling, land-use planning in the 
Peel watershed made its way to Canada’s Supreme Court 
on March 22. Six rivers from Yukon’s northern mountain 
ranges join the Peel River to form a watershed about the 
same size as Ireland. Threatened by mining, the move to 
protect the Peel’s rivers and wildlife became a pressing 
concern in the 2000s for First Nations and conservation 
groups, including Y2Y. Thanks to your support, we look 
forward to the Supreme Court’s decision, expected in  
six to 12 months.

2

3

1 See map on page four 
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Become a monthly donor in May and have the first three months of your donation matched
Your charitable donation helps connect and protect essential habitat, and supports on-the-ground restoration projects that 
keep our water clean, air pure, wild places wild and communities healthy. 

Contact information
First Name: _______________________

Last Name: _______________________

Address: _________________________

_______________________________

City: ____________________________

State/Prov: _______________________

Zip/Postal Code: ___________________

Phone: __________________________

Email: ___________________________

I support Y2Y
 Yes, I would like to donate $__________ / month, applied to my credit card 
on the first (1st) of each month.

 Yes, I would like to make a one-time donation of $__________

Payment method
 My check is enclosed, made payable to the 
Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

OR

 Charge my   Visa  MasterCard   AMEX 

Card Number: ________________________________________________

Expiry: __________ (MM/YY)

Signature: ____________________________________________

Canada’s greatest asset is its wild spaces  
Donor spotlight: Sara Renner

For two-time Olympian and long-time Canmore resident Sara 
Renner, her belief that Canada’s greatest asset is its wild spaces 
was reinforced while skiing in British Columbia.  

She found the once pristine landscape was scarred by 
development. “I was shocked and felt it was such a loss,” 
emphasizes Sara. 

“I left inspired to protect the special places in my own 
backyard. Living next to Banff National Park, a placed loved 
by many, I feel we have a huge responsibility to our children, 
to ourselves, to do something big, bold and beautiful,” she 
says. “That’s giving our wildlife a chance to connect, from 
Yellowstone to Yukon.”

Sara credits the work of visionaries such as Prime Minister 
John A. Macdonald who realized early on how important 
it was to protect nature, designating Banff National Park as 
Canada’s first such space in 1885.  
 

“Today, we need to continue 
such legacies and consider 
what we need 150 years from 
now,” she urges. 

Inspired to do more after her 
“wake-up call” but limited in 
time, the busy mother of three gave in the way that made 
sense for her: monthly donations.

“I think it’s important to give in the ways you can. If you can’t 
give your time, donating to an organization like Y2Y supports 
the on-the-ground efforts of people thinking of wildlife’s best 
interests.” 

During the month of May, becoming a monthly donor will 
triple your impact, as the first three months of your donation 
will be matched by another donor. Sign up or get more 
information at y2y.net/maymatch.

To make a donation call us toll free at (800) 966-7920 or make a secure donation online at www.y2y.net. 
The Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative is a 501(c) 3 public charity in the United States, IRS #81-
0535303. In Canada, the Initiative is a Registered Canada Revenue 149(1)(f) Charity, Business Number 86430 
1841 RR0001.

Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative

Phone 403.609.2666
Fax 403.609.2667
Toll-free 1.800.966.7920

200-1350 Railway Ave
Canmore, AB T1W 1P4
Canada

P.O. Box 157
Bozeman, MT 59771-0157
USA

y2y.net
info@y2y.net
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